
 

 

Middle School Student Night History of Success 
 

What it is: From September until June, we open the doors at the 
Williamsville Youth & Family Center once a month on Saturday 
night and invite middle school students from any school free of 
charge. Utilizing the entire building, we provide a themed night of 
supervised sporting activities, various crafts, music with a DJ, 
interactive games, trivia contests and a low priced snack bar.  
 
Students can spend the evening with their peers from across the 
community without having to pay an admission or membership fee. 
Middle school nights break down neighborhood and school barriers  
that keep kids apart. Our “open to all middle schoolers” policy is unique in the area. 
 
The event has evolved through taking suggestions directly from the students for themes and activities. 
Students are actively engaged in developing the program all the while promoting healthy choices. Community 
awareness such as holding a food drive or making seasonal decorations for seniors are incorporated whenever 
possible.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Background: The first Middle School Night was held in November 2009 to address a gap in service for this 
age group. The events continued uninterrupted until April 2020 (due to Covid-19 restrictions); that’s over ten 
years of success! We’re very proud of our community outreach and we will continue to grow once we can hold 
events again – but we need your help! 
 
Where: Middle School Student Night uses the entire Youth & Family Center at 5005 Sheridan Drive, 
Williamsville NY. Activities such as basketball or dodge ball are held in the mini-gym, with additional sports 
activities (four-square, knee hockey) in the Main Hall. Crafts can be in the coffeehouse or in the Main Hall, 
along with contests or performance activities. Just about every table and every game set, craft, board game 
and more are used every single month.  
 
Support: With such a large event, students need to be safe and well supervised while being allowed to make 
their own decisions. Our dedicated part-time Foundation staff partner with key Amherst Youth & Recreation 
Department staff and an energetic set of volunteers from Amherst Youth Engaged in Service and the 
community. The Jolly Boys of Williamsville has provided financial support since the beginning but the program 
has grown so much that we can’t fully rely on them alone and need your help too.  
 
We are very proud of how we connect to our community’s youth and hope to continue our efforts for many 
years to come. Please consider supporting our work by donating to our 2020 Amherst Youth Foundation 
Annual Appeal – Thank you!  
 
 

Donate safely at 
www.AmherstYouthFoundation.org  

 Amherst Youth Foundation 
5005 Sheridan Drive 

Williamsville NY 14221 
716-633-6773 

AmherstYouthFoundation@gmail.com 


